CHAPTER XIX

Alone

WE admired Marie when, supported by a man of
genius, she was able both to manage her home and to
take her part in a great scientific task. It did not
seem possible to us that she could lead a harder life or put
forth a more powerful effort.
Compared to the life that awaited her, this condition was
mild- The responsibilities of "the widowed Mme Curie"
would have frightened a robust, happy and courageous man.
She had to bring up two young children, earn their livelihood
and her own, and to fill her place as professor with success.
Deprived of the masterly collaboration of Pierre Curie, she had
to pursue and carry out the researches undertaken with her
companion. Her assistants and students had to receive orders
and advice from hen One essential mission also remained: to
build a laboratory worthy of Pierre's disappointed dreams,
where young research workers could develop the new science of
radioactivity.
Marie's first care was to give her daughters and father-in-law
a comfortable existence. At 6 Rue du Chemin de Fer, at Sceaux,
she rented a house without charm, embellished by an agreeable
garden. Ir&ne, to her joy, entered into possession of a square of
earth which she acquired the right to cultivate in her own way.
Under the eyes of her governess, Eve hunted through the tufts
of grass on the lawn for her favourite turtle and chased the black
cat or the tabby cat down the narrow walks.